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| Coroner's Jury Decides Bone
I Those of Webster.

| INQUEST CONSUMES HOUR

| Circumstantial Evidence Present*
I Held Sufficient for RenderingI of Verdict.

The coroner's jury Investigating the di
appearance of Arthur A. Webster tli

K afternoon reached the verdict that tl
^ bones recovered from the National Ca
% ital brewery furnace. were those of We
P ster and that Lentie L>. Jett was respo
P sible for his death,

p The inquest, which was conducted t

P Coroner Nevitt, lasted for several hour

| During an investigation by Detectiv*

g Baur and Cornwell ^they learned th:

jg last Sunday, while I^entie Jett, chargi
k by the wife and mother of Webster wi%being responsible for his disappearin
p was at the mother's home he carried
P revolver in his pocket.
% The detectives say that after Jett If
g the Webster home he went directly to t
% brewery and that while in the engii
K room Lawrence Duffy, a fireman in the e
» gine room, saw the revolver in his pockf
% Puffy told the detectives his attenth
p was attraoted to it when he struck Jf
« on the hip pocket and asked him for
® drink, believing the object he struck w
% a bottle of-whisky..
« Jle declared to the officers, howevc

that Jett told him he had no whisky be
A tie in his pocket. He said he then sa
» that the object was a revolver.

^ Denies Opening1 Clean-Out Door.
Barrett testified that from the time 1

jgs left the engine-room the only person lik
% ly to go to the place would be Engine
jg Daniel Histon, who was on duty th!
» night.
» "After it was suggested* by the pre
% that tlie body of Webster had be<
» burned in the furnace, did you Or J.c
» go back to the clean-out door and op<
K it?** aslie'd'Cofdrier'^TevlttJ
« Barrett replied that he did not and d
m. not see Jett go back there.
£ Andrew Mang-um of 1308 E stre

southeast said he is employed at tl
brewery as a fireman. He testified
knowing both Jett and Webster, t
said Webster frequently called at tl
brewery. The witness told of relievir
Jett at 8 o'clock the morning of Wei
ster's disappearance.
The witness declared he did not n<

tice any difference in Jett's usual a]
pearance that morning. He told of
fight between Jett. and WebBter la
spring, but said he did not know whit
one had the, better of it. Mangum sa

S that although Webster had been con

5g ing aroifnd the plant for four montl
® it did 'not seem strange to him thi

Webster's visits ceased.
Corner Nevitt showed the witness tl

beer bottle opener which was found
the combustion. chamber by the dete
tives. He said he had seen many simili
ones.
Questioned by Attorney Ambrose, tl

witness said that when Jett left the e

gine room the morning of September
he wore his working clothes.

. Accardey Testifies to Fight.
Vincent Accardey, an oiler at the brei

ery, who resides at 524 14th street sout
east, was next called. , He, testified th

Jett,and Webster had a-fight last sprin
adding that he never knew of the ti
men "having had any other trouble. Tl

3 morning of September 17," he said, 1
9 saw Webster in the engine room. 1

said he heard that the two men hi
PViaaonoalro Rpflfh a]

i|\ were on speaking terms again.
1 Chief Engineer L«orch . testified as
" the dismissal of Jett last Saturday, i

said that one <of the firemen was ill. at
that when he asked/ Jett. to remain
short. time until he could get anoth
man Jett refused.' The' wlthess tin
discharged him.
The witness testified to the use <

the heat charts. He said that the opei
ing of a door in the furnace wou
have a tendency to'cause a drop in tl
temperature which would be.shown (
the chart. He .read from a chart, whit
he said was used the morning of Se;
tember 17, and declared it showed thi
about 3:30- o'clock the temperature hf
dropped about 30 degrees. Mr. L.or»
then explained to the Jury tests mat
by himself and the detectives at tl

g brewery yesterday. He described tl
various changes on the chart whi<
were made by the opening of the do<
at the back of No. 6 furnace.
Oh cross-examination. Chief Engine

Lorch said 'efforts had been made
have Jett reinstated. He said that f
the reason Jett refused to work unl
relief arrived lie would not take hi

^ back.

I .. Victim's Father on Stand.
4 Deeply affected by the ordeal, tlirouj
^ which he had passed, Charles Webst<
4 father of Arthur A. Webster, was ne

^ called, to .the .wttoess stand. He told

£ being informed by his daughter-in-la
g Mrs. Ella Webster, that her husband hi

not been home since 2 o'clock the mor

ing of September 17.
He said she told him that his son a

rived hoiiie from the navy yard short
after 1 o'clock that morning, and, aft
te'ling her he did rot care to go to b
just then, said he was going down to t
brewery. The witness then stated th
Mrs. Webster told him of a quarrel t
tween Jett and her husband. He said
later went to the epgine room of tl
brewery and made inquiry if his son h
been there, but was told he had not be
seen.
Mr. Webster bald of Policeman Kenn

of the fifth precinct taking Jett to t
witness' home at 1243 C street soutliet
last Sunday and of a conversation he h

. with Jett. He declared that in reply to
. question as to where his son was, J<

ho did not know.
George Wise, a watchman at the bre'

.i ery, told of making his rounds the mot

. ing of September 17. He said he we

j intcj the engine room and there saw Je
! but that he did not see any one else. '

Policeman Ketmey. the next witnei
told of the search for Webster. He al
related to the Jury the conversation X
Webster had with Jett last Sunday.

Webster and Jett Families Preset
When the inquest began shortly befc

noon the attendance included relativ
and friends of the Webster and J<
families. «.

: Detective Frank Baur of police lica
quarters was the first witness, fte «

plained he went to the brewery to ma
! an investigation, and found bloodspots

nricks at the rear of No. 6 furnace. T
bricks were submitted to the Dlstr
chemist, who decided the marks w«
those of blood. The witness told of clea
ng out the combustion chamber of t
furnace, explaining that in the refuse i
moved he found several buttons, pieces
bone and a beer bottle opener.
A thorough search was made for t

overalls Jett was supposed to have woi
and also for a box on which he had be
told Webster was sitting near the ft
nace, but they could not be located, t
witness added.
Dr. R. L. Lynch, chemist of the D]

i trict Health Department, me next w:
nesa, testified that he received two brie
from Detective Baur, on which were se
oral spots. He said he examined the
and proved, chemically, they were blo<

I "or E. W. Titus testifled as to tl
iones. He said they were pieces of tl

! skull, shoulder blade and human rit
ie said the skull bones had the a

i >earance of human bones, while tl
shoulder blade also had the characte
stlc of a human bone, as differentiate
"rom those of an animal.

Bones Those of Human Being.
Dr. Ramsay Kevitt thereupon explalm

J hat he examined the bones, and sa

hey were those of a human being'. I
,atd his theory was later confirmed 1
Dr. N. P. Carr of the George Washln
ton University Hospital.
Michael J. Barrett Jett's helper at tl

brewery, who Is believed to be one «
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he was next called. He testified he was

tst fireman helper at the brewery, and that

ad he was employed from 8 o'clock at

a night until 4 o'clock in the morning.
He said he had known Webster about
three months, as he came around the

a-, engine room to see another employe.
n_ "Do you know whether he was acntqualnted with a man named Jett?"
tt asked Coroner Nevitt.

"Yes," said Barrett, "he and Webster

gs> knew each other and were friends until
some trouble I heard they had, which

[r. they made up while at the firemen's excursion,at Chesapeake Beach."
The excursion was August 13, It was exit.plained, and Barrett said Webster and

Jett were not on good terms until they
>re met at the beach. He said he never saw

es th© two nien speak to each other prior to
the excursion. After that, however, he
said the two men were often together.
In answer to a question of Dr. Merritt,

d- Barrett said that to his knowledge
(X- Webster was a drinking man. "He usuIteally came to the engine room about 2

on o'clock," said Barrett, "and would stayhefor some time."
let "What time did Webster arrive at the
!re brewery on the morning of September
,n- 17." asked the coroner,
he "He came in about 2 o'clock," Barrett
e- replied, "and he was still there at 4
of o'clock when I left."

he Left Webster Sitting on Box.

Jjj Barrett declared Webster was sitting on
O «:hon ho Inst save- him. In at>-

| J»w »l WA *1 t«v*« » « mmm . w - _

he proaching the place Barrett testified
Webster came from the direction of 13th

[®~ street. He said that when Webster enk~tcred the place he declared the engineer
v- or fireman did not like Mm. He said
m Webster then made an oath that he

could whip either of them. Barrett said

le Webster then went over to where Jett
t>« was standing.
^ "When I left at 4 o'clock Webster was

d- sitting on a box near the back of No. 6
lie boiler," testified Barrett.
I-. He testified tjiat shortly before he

quit work he heard Jett and Webster
talking in loud tones, but did not know
whether they were quarreling. He said
he was cleaning ashes out of another
boiler at the time and did not pay any

>d attention to them.
id Barrett said"when he went on duty the

next night at 8 o'clock Jett acted queerly.
Jv He declared Jett did not have very much
y to say that night He said Jett told him,

in answer to a question about Webster,
that he, Jett had not seen him.

lie When asked by a juror as to the poatoftion he last saw Webster in, Barrett ext'

\
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plained he was leaning over while sitting id*
on a box. He said In answer to a ques- m;

tion of Attorney Ambrose that Jett was by
quarrelsome. He said he never saw Jett no

assault any one. or make a threat to do in
so. while at the place. wl
Attorney Ambrose asked Barrett to de- mt

scribe the size of the combustion chamber, an

The witness said it was about the size coi

of a table, measuring with his hands. 1
l«nt

Sure It Was Webster's Body. Coi
flO

"There is not the slightest doubt in my <je|
mind that the body cremated In the fur- ins
nace was that of Webster," Detective id*
Cornwel^ said today. "n

He based his opinion on the finding of ^
a lock of blaak hair, which, he said, is ert
declared by relatives of Webster to be thi

1
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critical with the hair of the missing
in. This lock of hair was discovered
the detectives late yesterday afteronjust outside of the "cleanout" door .

the rear of .vo. t> furnace through j
lich the body was pushed to be creited.It had been covered with dust
d ashes which were raked from tho
mbustlon chamber several dlys ago.
rhe detectives worked for several hours
e yesterday afternoon raking out the «

mbustlon chamber. Bvery part of the
orlng was cleaned and later all of the ]
brls was carefully slued. In the slft;sa beer bottle opener, which was later
mtlfled by Mrs. Webster as similar to
e her husband always carried, was
ind. Although the police say there are
Bidbly thousands of similar bottle openi,they believe the one in question la
st which was carried by Webstar.


